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present class location, and the segment
is in satisfactory physical condition,
the maximum allowable operating
pressure of that segment of pipeline
must be confirmed or revised according
to one of the following requirements:

(1) If the segment involved has been
previously tested in place for a period
of not less than 8 hours, the maximum
allowable operating pressure is 0.8
times the test pressure in Class 2 loca-
tions, 0.667 times the test pressure in
Class 3 locations, or 0.555 times the test
pressure in Class 4 locations. The cor-
responding hoop stress may not exceed
72 percent of the SMYS of the pipe in
Class 2 locations, 60 percent of SMYS
in Class 3 locations, or 50 percent of
SMYS in Class 4 locations.

(2) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure of the segment involved
must be reduced so that the cor-
responding hoop stress is not more
than that allowed by this part for new
segments of pipelines in the existing
class location.

(3) The segment involved must be
tested in accordance with the applica-
ble requirements of subpart J of this
part, and its maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure must then be estab-
lished according to the following cri-
teria:

(i) The maximum allowable operating
pressure after the requalification test
is 0.8 times the test pressure for Class
2 locations, 0.667 times the test pres-
sure for Class 3 locations, and 0.555
times the test pressure for Class 4 loca-
tions.

(ii) The corresponding hoop stress
may not exceed 72 percent of the SMYS
of the pipe in Class 2 locations, 60 per-
cent of SMYS in Class 3 locations, or 50
percent of SMYS in Class 4 locations.

(b) The maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure confirmed or revised in
accordance with this section, may not
exceed the maximum allowable oper-
ating pressure established before the
confirmation or revision.

(c) Confirmation or revision of the
maximum allowable operating pressure
of a segment of pipeline in accordance
with this section does not preclude the
application of §§ 192.553 and 192.555.

(d) Confirmation or revision of the
maximum allowable operating pressure
that is required as a result of a study

under § 192.609 must be completed with-
in 18 months of the change in class lo-
cation. Pressure reduction under para-
graph (a) (1) or (2) of this section with-
in the 18–month period does not pre-
clude establishing a maximum allow-
able operating pressure under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section at a later
date.

[Amdt. 192–63A, 54 FR 24174, June 6, 1989 as
amended by Amdt. 192–78, 61 FR 28785, June
6, 1996]

§ 192.612 Underwater inspection and
re-burial of pipelines in the Gulf of
Mexico and its inlets.

(a) Each operator shall, in accord-
ance with this section, conduct an un-
derwater inspection of its pipelines in
the Gulf of Mexico and its inlets. The
inspection must be conducted after Oc-
tober 3, 1989 and before November 16,
1992.

(b) If, as a result of an inspection
under paragraph (a) of this section, or
upon notification by any person, an op-
erator discovers that a pipeline it oper-
ates is exposed on the seabed or con-
stitutes a hazard to navigation, the op-
erator shall—

(1) Promptly, but not later than 24
hours after discovery, notify the Na-
tional Response Center, telephone: 1–
800–424–8802 of the location, and, if
available, the geographic coordinates
of that pipeline;

(2) Promptly, but not later than 7
days after discovery, mark the location
of the pipeline in accordance with 33
CFR part 64 at the ends of the pipeline
segment and at intervals of not over
500 yards (457 meters) long, except that
a pipeline segment less than 200 yards
(183 meters) long need only be marked
at the center; and

(3) Within 6 months after discovery,
or not later than November 1 of the fol-
lowing year if the 6 month period is
later than November 1 of the year the
discovery is made, place the pipeline so
that the top of the pipe is 36 inches (914
millimeters) below the seabed for nor-
mal excavation or 18 inches (457 milli-
meters) for rock excavation.

[Amdt. 192–67, 56 FR 63771, Dec. 5, 1991, as
amended by Amdt. 192–85, 63 FR 37504, July
13, 1998]
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